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Onset of cardiac iron loading in pediatric
patients with thalassemia major

John C. Wood, Raffaella Origa, Annalisa Agus,
Gildo Matta, Thomas D. Coates,

and Renzo Galanello

Findings of this study based on cardiac T2* assessment
indicate that cardiac iron loading in unlikely in the first
decade of life in patients with thalassemia major who
receive adequate iron chelation therapy.
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Early prediction of treatment outcome in acute
myeloid leukemia by measurement of WT1
transcript levels in peripheral blood samples
collected after chemotherapy

Daniela Cilloni, Francesca Messa, Francesca Arruga,
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Sonia Carturan, Renata Catalano, Enrico Bracco,
Emanuela Messa, Paolo Nicoli, Daniela Diverio,
Miguel Sanz, Giovanni Martinelli, Francesco Lo-Coco,
and Giuseppe Saglio

Within patients with acute myeloid leukemia, WT1 tran-
script levels in peripheral blood samples may allow the
identification of individuals at high risk of relapse soon
after induction chemotherapy.

Eligibility for allogeneic transplantation in very
high risk childhood acute lymphoblastic
leukemia: the impact of the waiting time
Adriana Balduzzi, Paola De Lorenzo,

Andr Schrauder, Valentino Conter, Cornelio Uderzo,
Christina Peters, Thomas Klingebiel, Jan Stary,

Maria S. Felice, Edina Magyarosy, Martin Schrappe,
Giorgio Dini, Helmut Gadner, and Maria Grazia
Valsecchi

Results of this study suggest that in children with very high
risk acute lymphoblastic leukemia in first complete remis-
sion, the outcome with allogeneic stem cell transplantation
is superior to that obtained with chemotherapy at any time
point.

Lower dose rituximab is active in adults
patients with idiopathic thrombocytopenic
purpura

Francesco Zaja, Marta Lisa Battista,

Maria Teresa Pirrotta, Salvatore Palmieri,

Michela Montagna, Nicola Vianelli, Luciana Marin,
Margherita Cavallin, Monica Bocchia, Marzia Defina,
Micaela Ippoliti, Felicetto Ferrara, Francesca Patriarca,
Maria Antonietta Avanzini, Mario Regazzi,

Michele Baccarani, Miriam Isola, Franca Soldano,
and Renato Fanin

In patients with idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura, low
doses of rituximab (100 mg IV weekly for 4 weeks) are
effective in correcting thrombocytopenia.
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Phenotype and genotype report on
homozygous and heterozygous patients

with congenital factor X deficiency

Mehran Karimi, Marzia Menegatti, Abdolreza Afrasiabi,
Sanaz Sarikhani, and Flora Peyvandi

This report indicates that factor X deficiency is one of the
most serious rare bleeding disorders and is genetically het-
erogeneous in different populations.
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Angiogenesis in pulmonary hypertension
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WTX is rarely mutated in acute myeloid
leukemia
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Recurrent loss of the Y chromosome and
homozygous deletions within the
pseudoautosomal region 1: association with
male predominance in mantle cell lymphoma
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Hepatitis B virus-related liver disease in
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patients with relapsed or refractory multiple
myeloma
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Momnoclonal Gammopathies

Bone involvement in patients with systemic AL
amyloidosis mimics lytic myeloma bone disease
Stefan O. Schonland, Jochen Hansmann,
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Disorders of Hemostasis

Severe factor XI deficiency in Abruzzo region
of Italy is associated with different FXI gene
mutations
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Thrombosis

Aquaporin 2 gene variations, risk of venous
thrombosis and plasma levels of von
Willebrand factor and factor VIII
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