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                                                                                                                        Abstract

                                                            BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVE: Hepatic toxicity directly related to the drugs administered in cyclic chemotherapy (CT), although sometimes serious, does not limit the treatment of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL). Nevertheless, reports of reactivation of viral hepatitis in NHL patients with B virus (HBV) infection are becoming more frequent. The recent observation of two cases of severe liver toxicity directly correlated to CT and a case of fatal hepatic failure due to HBV replication prompted us to evaluate the hepatic toxicity of CT in 98 consecutive B-cell NHL patients treated with relatively homogeneous cyclic CT. METHODS: Acute hepatic toxicity was retrospectively evaluated in 98 consecutive B-cell NHL patients who received induction CT. HBV and HCV markers were checked at presentation. All patients were tested for ALT and bilirubin before every CT course, while tests for HBV-DNA and/or for HCV-RNA were performed with PCR only when hepatitis occurred. RESULTS: At presentation 22 patients (22.4%) were positive for HBsAg, and 11 (15.9%) were positive for anti-HCV. Acute hepatitis developed in 12 (12.2%) NHL patients: 8 (out of 22) in HBsAg-positive and anti-HCV-negative patients, 3 (out of 76) in HBsAg-negative patients, and 1 (out of 11) in anti-HCV-positive patients. Hepatitis was attributed to reactivation of chronic B hepatitis in 3 patients and to drug toxicity in 3 others; hepatitis was undefined in 6 cases. INTERPRETATION AND CONCLUSIONS: Drug-related liver toxicity is not a rare occurrence in NHL patients. Reactivation of HBV replication is responsible for a relevant number of the hepatitis cases observed. We did not detect acute hepatitis due to the reactivation of HCV replication (in chronic C hepatitis carriers).
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