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                                                                                                                        Abstract

                                                            BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVE: Criteria for identifying patients with early chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) who are likely to progress to a more advanced clinical stage rely on results of prospective clinical trials. Is not clear whether these same criteria apply to patients followed-up in the setting of clinical practice. With the aim of addressing this issue we investigated the clinical outcome of a series of patients with Binet stage A CLL. DESIGN AND METHODS: Two hundred and four Binet stage A CLL patients observed at a single institution over an 18-year period form the basis of this study. Different proposals for subclassifying Binet stage A were validated by using our patients as test-set cases. RESULTS: The survival of patients with early CLL (i.e., Binet stage A and Rai stage 0) was significantly different from that of an age- and sex-matched population. Three of 4 different criteria for subclassifying stage A (Rai substaging, Montserrat criteria, French Group proposal), when applied to our patients, gave similar results in terms of sample size, death rate and disease progression (DP) risk. The French Group proposal, based exclusively on blood counts and hemoglobin levels, was not effective in predicting the risk of DP. Forty-nine (23.5%) patients progressed to a more advanced clinical stage (30 to stage B and 19 to stage C); the risk of DP was 32.8% at 5 years and 49.6% at 10 years. When analyzed as a time-dependent variable (Mantel-Byar method), DP had a clear cut-impact on overall survival (p < 0.0001). Finally, outlook for survival of patients who experienced a change of clinical stage was similar to that of patients in that stage at the time of diagnosis. INTERPRETATION AND CONCLUSIONS: As many patients are now being diagnosed while asymptomatic and at a younger age than previously, an accurate evaluation of prognosis is mandatory in early CLL. How prognostic information translates into a policy of early or delayed therapy is still unclear. Our results further support a conservative approach for CLL in early stage; patients who progress into a more advanced stage have similar survival to those in that stage at diagnosis.
                                                            
                                                            

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                        


                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                            Figures & Tables
                                                        



                                                    

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            Article Information

                                                              



                                                                                                                        
                                                                
                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                    Vol. 84 No. 12 (1999): December, 1999 : Clinical Trial
                                                                                                                                                

                                                                





                                                                
                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                         
                                                                    

                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                     

                                                            

                                                            
                                                                                                                        
                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                
                                                                     
                                                                

                                                            

                                                                                                                        
                                                                
                                                                    Published
                                                                

                                                                
                                                                    1999-01-01
                                                                

                                                            

                                                                                                                        
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                        Published By
                                                                    


                                                                    
                                                                        Ferrata Storti Foundation, Pavia, Italy
                                                                    

                                                                


                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                        Print ISSN
                                                                    

                                                                    
                                                                        0390-6078
                                                                    

                                                                

                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                        Online ISSN
                                                                    

                                                                    
                                                                        1592-8721
                                                                    

                                                                

                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                         
                                                                    

                                                                

                                                            

                                                        




                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                    



                                                                                                                        
                                                                Article Usage

                                                            

                                                            


    
        Online Views

        179

    

    
        PDF Downloads

        71

    





    
    



            

        Statistics from Altmetric.com



        
            
                No Data
            

        





    

    





                                                            

                                                        

                                                    


                                                

                                                                                                
                                                    
                                                        
    	
            
                
            
        
	
                            
    

        



            
    
    
    
    
                        
	
            
                
            
        
	

            
                
            
        
	
        
        
    


                    



                                                    

                                                

                                            

                                        

                                                                                



                                            
                                                
                                                                                    
                    
                    
                        
                    

                
                                                


                                                
                                                                                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                        

                    

                
                                                


                                                
                                                    
                                                                                                            
                                                
                                                
                                                                                                        
                                                




                                            


                                        

                                                                        

                            

                            
    
        
            
                How to Cite

                
                    ×
                
            

            
    
        
                        
            
                
                    
  1. 
S Molica, D Levato, A Dattilo. Natural history of early chronic lymphocytic leukemia. A single institution study with emphasis on the impact of disease-progression on overall survival. Haematologica 1999;84(12):1094-1099; https://doi.org/10.3324/%x.





                

                

                
                
  Copy Citation
  
  

                
                

                
                Choose Citation Format
                


                                        
                        	
                                
                                    Chicago
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Harvard
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Vancouver
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Haematologica
                                
                            


                                                
                            Download Citation

                        

                        	
                                
                                    
                                    Endnote/Zotero/Mendeley (RIS)
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    
                                    BibTeX
                                
                            


                                            

                

            

        

    

    
            

        

    


                            
    
        
            
                Share Article

                
                    ×
                
            

            
                
                

                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Copy URL
                            
                        
                    

                

                
                
         

           
                

            

        

    



                                                                    
    
        
            
                Request Permissions

                
                    ×
                
            

            
                
                
                    To create an adaptation, translation, or derivative of the
                        original work, for commercial e-prints and printed articles further permission is
                        required.
 For
                        information contact: marketing@haematologica.org


                                        
                    Other types of copyright management, can be agreed with the Editorial office.



                

            

        

    


            
                        
    


 







  










    
        
            

            				
                                                                    
                                
					
Navigate

	Home
	Current issue
	Early view
	Archive
	About Haematologica
	Editorial Team
	Our policies





For Authors

	Author Guidelines
	Submit Manuscript
	Track Manuscript


For Reviewers

	Reviewer Guidelines
	Access Your Profile
	Access Your Tasks





For Advertisers

	Informations For Advertising


Education

	Review Articles
	Guidelines Articles


Privacy

	Cookie Policy
	Newsletter Privacy Policy
	Privacy Policy





More

	Rights & Permissions


	Web design
	Development



                                
                                    
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                    
                                
                                


Copyright © 2023 by the Ferrata Storti Foundation | Web design ￫ | Development ￫


ISSN 0390-6078 print | ISSN 1592-8721 online
 





				

			                        

        

    

   
















 

