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                                                                                                                        Abstract

                                                            BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: beta-thalassemia is an important public health problem in the countries bordering the Mediterranean sea. One of the major consequences of this disorder, primarily (due to an ineffective erythropoiesis) or secondarily to blood transfusions (which are necessary for the patient's survival), is iron storage. Applying X-ray microanalysis we wanted to demonstrate the different sites of iron storage in subcellular compartments (mitochondria, cytosol, nucleus, rough endoplasmic reticulum and lipid droplets) and whether there were any other trace elements stored in liver cell. DESIGN AND METHODS: X-ray microanalysis was performed (at 100 kV in the STEM mode of a Hitachi H7000) on thin sections from specimens of liver biopsies from 6 patients affected by b-thalassemia, during follow-up after bone marrow transplantation. RESULTS: Spectra showed no correlation between iron peaks of lysosomes and hepatic iron concentration (HIC) or serum ferritin levels. Iron peaks were also detected in other subcellular compartments such as cisternae of rough endoplasmic reticulum, mitochondria and cytosol. No iron peaks were detected in lipid droplets and no significant iron peaks were found in the nuclei. Traces of copper were almost constantly found in lysosomes and cytosol. INTERPRETATION AND CONCLUSIONS: These results demonstrated iron storage within subcellular organelles other than lysosomes and highlighted a non-correlation between lysosomal iron peaks and HIC or serum ferritin levels. The presence of traces of copper in the lysosomes and in the cytosol may be correlated with the stronger hypothesis of links in the metabolism of the two elements (iron and copper), as ceruloplasmin is a ferroxidase copper-dependent protein. X-ray microanalysis may become a relevant tool in the localization of iron storage within hepatocytes in the evaluation of the effectiveness of bone marrow transplantation and iron chelation therapy. It also may provide some interesting information about iron metabolism in hepatocytes.
                                                            
                                                            

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                        


                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                            Figures & Tables
                                                        



                                                    

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            Article Information

                                                              



                                                                                                                        
                                                                
                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                    Vol. 87 No. 5 (2002): May, 2002 : Articles
                                                                                                                                                

                                                                





                                                                
                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                         
                                                                    

                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                     

                                                            

                                                            
                                                                                                                        
                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                
                                                                     
                                                                

                                                            

                                                                                                                        
                                                                
                                                                    Published
                                                                

                                                                
                                                                    2002-01-01
                                                                

                                                            

                                                                                                                        
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                        Published By
                                                                    


                                                                    
                                                                        Ferrata Storti Foundation, Pavia, Italy
                                                                    

                                                                


                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                        Print ISSN
                                                                    

                                                                    
                                                                        0390-6078
                                                                    

                                                                

                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                        Online ISSN
                                                                    

                                                                    
                                                                        1592-8721
                                                                    

                                                                

                                                                
                                                                    
                                                                         
                                                                    

                                                                

                                                            

                                                        




                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                    



                                                                                                                        
                                                                Article Usage

                                                            

                                                            


    
        Online Views

        128

    

    
        PDF Downloads

        89

    





    
    



            

        Statistics from Altmetric.com



        
            
                No Data
            

        





    

    





                                                            

                                                        

                                                    


                                                

                                                                                                
                                                    
                                                        
    	
            
                
            
        
	
                            
    

        



            
    
    
    
    
                        
	
            
                
            
        
	

            
                
            
        
	
        
        
    


                    



                                                    

                                                

                                            

                                        

                                                                                



                                            
                                                
                                                                                    
                    
                    
                        
                    

                
                                                


                                                
                                                                                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                        

                    

                
                                                


                                                
                                                    
                                                                                                            
                                                
                                                
                                                                                                        
                                                




                                            


                                        

                                                                        

                            

                            
    
        
            
                How to Cite

                
                    ×
                
            

            
    
        
                        
            
                
                    
  1. 
G Faa, M Terlizzo, C Gerosa, T Congiu, E Angelucci. Patterns of iron distribution in liver cells in beta-thalassemia studied by X-ray microanalysis. Haematologica 2002;87(5):479-484; https://doi.org/10.3324/%x.





                

                

                
                
  Copy Citation
  
  

                
                

                
                Choose Citation Format
                


                                        
                        	
                                
                                    Chicago
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Harvard
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Vancouver
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Haematologica
                                
                            


                                                
                            Download Citation

                        

                        	
                                
                                    
                                    Endnote/Zotero/Mendeley (RIS)
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    
                                    BibTeX
                                
                            


                                            

                

            

        

    

    
            

        

    


                            
    
        
            
                Share Article

                
                    ×
                
            

            
                
                

                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Copy URL
                            
                        
                    

                

                
                
         

           
                

            

        

    



                                                                    
    
        
            
                Request Permissions

                
                    ×
                
            

            
                
                
                    To create an adaptation, translation, or derivative of the
                        original work, for commercial e-prints and printed articles further permission is
                        required.
 For
                        information contact: marketing@haematologica.org


                                        
                    Other types of copyright management, can be agreed with the Editorial office.



                

            

        

    


            
                        
    


 







  










    
        
            

            				
                                                                    
                                
					
Navigate

	Home
	Current issue
	Early view
	Archive
	About Haematologica
	Editorial Team
	Our policies





For Authors

	Author Guidelines
	Submit Manuscript
	Track Manuscript


For Reviewers

	Reviewer Guidelines
	Access Your Profile
	Access Your Tasks





For Advertisers

	Informations For Advertising


Education

	Review Articles
	Guidelines Articles


Privacy

	Cookie Policy
	Newsletter Privacy Policy
	Privacy Policy





More

	Rights & Permissions


	Web design
	Development



                                
                                    
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                    
                                
                                


Copyright © 2023 by the Ferrata Storti Foundation | Web design ￫ | Development ￫


ISSN 0390-6078 print | ISSN 1592-8721 online
 





				

			                        

        

    

   
















 

