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                                                                                                                        Abstract

                                                            BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: Immunoglobulin (Ig) and T-cell receptor (TCR) gene rearrangements are excellent patient-specific targets for polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-based detection of minimal residual disease (MRD) in acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). Nevertheless, instability of these targets during the course of the disease has important implications for PCR-based MRD monitoring and may lead to false negative results. DESIGN AND METHODS: Several studies have shown that Ig and TCR targets are reasonably stable in ALL between diagnosis and first relapse, but up to now, there are no data on the stability of these targets between first and second relapse. We, therefore, performed a PCR-study on bone marrow samples from 49 children with precursor B-ALL at first and second relapse. Homo-heteroduplex PCR analyses were used for identification of clonal IGH, IGK-Kde, TCRG and TCRD gene rearrangements. Clonal targets were studied by sequencing and/or comparative homo-heteroduplex analysis. RESULTS: In 52% (25/48) of the patients, all PCR targets identified at first relapse were preserved at second relapse; in 92% (44/48) of the patients at least one target and in 73% (35/48) at least two targets remained stable. Best stability was found for IGH and TCRG gene rearrangements. INTERPRETATION AND CONCLUSIONS: Based on these first data about clonal stability of Ig and TCR targets between first and second relapse of childhood precursor B-ALL, we developed a stepwise strategy for appropriate selection of stable PCR targets for MRD monitoring. This strategy was applicable in 84% of the relapsed patients and resulted in at least one stable MRD-PCR target per patient in 98% of these children.
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