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                                                            We have read with interest the letter of Lisowska et al., submitted to Haematologica in response to our manuscript “Macrophages as novel target cells for erythropoietin” by Lifshitz et al., published in Haematologica in June 2010. In their commentary, Lisowska et al. claim that: (1) we have neglected to acknowledge their longstanding contribution in the field of erythropoietin as an immunomodulator, and that (2) we have failed to cite their very recent findings that lymphocytes express EPO-Rs.
We consider it important to respond to their comments and to clarify the relevant points.
In summary then, we did refer to publications referred to in Lisowska et al., as far as they were pertinent to our studies and findings, and there was no point in citing them in the particular study which focused on macrophages.8
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